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	First Reading:
	Dan 9:4-10
	

	Psalm:
	78(79):8-9, 11, 13
	

	Gospel:
	Luke 6:36-38
	

	Liturgical colour:
	Violet
	

	Prayer focus:
	Violet cloth, candle, bowl of water with floating flowers.
	


Teacher:
We offer our day to God, our God of mercy. 

Loving Father, we offer you all that we think and do this day, remembering the life of Jesus your Son, and his example of loving service.

Response:
Loving Father, we offer you all that we think and do this day.

Teacher:
The gospel reading today is about mercy, not judging other people, and forgiving those who have done something wrong. This is challenging isn’t it; we all tend to judge other people and make critical remarks from time to time.

Reader:
A reading from the Gospel of Luke 6:36-38

Response:
Forgive and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you.

Teacher:
Think of an occasion when you were cross with someone. How did it affect your behaviour? Did your action or behaviour help things or make it worse?


Allow time to contribute


The image of a good measure – a cup or bowl full and running over is a striking image of fullness and generosity.
Let us pray 

Lord help us to be generous,

To listen and not make judgements

To be gentle and understanding
To forgive when someone makes a mistake

Remembering how you love and forgive us.

We make this prayer in Jesus’ name, by the power of the Holy Spirit,

All:
Amen

Song:
‘Healing is your Touch’, mantra, Holy Ground, Monica Brown CD
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	Prayer Suggestions — Week 6

(week commencing 1/3/2010)
	Liturgical Year C, Cycle II


Second week of Lent

	Tuesday 2 March 2010
	Wednesday 3 March 2010



	1st Reading:
	Is 1:10, 16-20
	1st Reading:
	Jer 18:18-20

	Psalm:
	49(50):8-9, 16-17, 21, 23
	Psalm:
	30(31):5-6, 14-16

	Gospel:
	Matthew 23:1-12
	Gospel:
	Mt 20:17-28

	Reflection:

‘The greatest among you will be your servant’. This is not easy is it, when we are so often driven by ego, or by the very human desire for recognition. We like people to notice us.

Let us remember that we are called to be servants and disciples. Think of a way you can serve and offer it to God in prayer and action.
	Reflection:

The gospel again emphasizes service. We are to reach out to those in need, to ‘the least’, or the anawim (little people).

Many who work in social services, including volunteers speak of the rewards in their work. They learn humility from the strength and courage of those they minister to, often people in painful and ugly situations.

Lord, be with us in joyful service.

	Thursday 4 March 2010
	Friday 5 March 2010

	1st Reading:
	Jer 17:5-10
	1st Reading:
	 Gen 37:3-4, 12-13, 17-28

	Psalm:
	1:1-4, 6.
	Psalm:
	104(105):16-21

	Gospel:
	Luke 16:19-31
	Gospel:
	Mt 21:33-43, 45-46

	Reflection:

The contrast between rich and poor, feasting and starvation has been with us for centuries.

As Christians we are called to feed the hungry. Everyone has a right to shelter, food, water and education, but not everyone receives it. Think about your response, and pray for the hungry at our door.
	Reflection:

Take a quiet time today, play a mantra, and reflect on the themes of this week:

Service

Generosity

Feeding the hungry

Justice

Make a connection this weekend with someone who needs your help. 
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