PAGE  

	Prayer in the classroom
	[image: image1.png]Australian

CATHOLICS

www.australiancatholics.com.au






	Classroom prayers 
for Primary School students
	Liturgical Year C, Cycle II


	Week 8 (week commencing 15 March 2010)

	Fourth Week of Lent

Monday 15 March 2010
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	First Reading:
	Is 65:17-21
	

	Psalm:
	29(30):2, 4-6, 11-13.
	

	Gospel:

Sunday gospel:
	Jn 4: 3-54

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
	

	Liturgical colour:
	Violet
	

	Prayer focus:
	Violet cloth, candle, crucifix and one flower
	


Teacher:
We shall begin our prayer by remembering a gift or blessing for which we want to say thank you. (pause with music)


Quietly call out a gift or blessing, and after each one we shall say,


We praise and thank you Lord

Students:
……………………………………………………

All:
We praise and thank you Lord

Teacher:
It is important to say ‘thank you’ to people and to God, especially now during Lent, when we focus on the gospel and on our shared story as God’s people.


The gospel reading for Sunday is about two sons, one who goes away and leads a wasteful life, before eventually returning home, and one who stays at home and works on his father’s property. It is often called the Parable of the Prodigal Son, but really it is also about the prodigal, or generous father. Listen to what the two brothers say, and what their words reveal about their feelings.

Reader:
A reading from the Gospel of Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

Teacher:
How was the younger brother feeling, and how do we know?


Children’s ideas

And how was the older brother feeling, and how do we know?


Children’s ideas

You can understand how jealous he was that such a fuss was being made of his younger brother. Remember a time when you said, ‘It’s not fair’! But his father loves them both, and teaches them and us about forgiveness.

All:
Our Father…

Song:
‘A New Heart for a New World’, As One Voice, Vol 1. No. 158
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	Prayer Suggestions — Week 8

(week commencing 15/3/2010)
	Liturgical Year C, Cycle II


Fourth week of Lent

	Tuesday 16 March 2010
	Wednesday 17 March 2010

St Patrick, bishop

	1st Reading:
	Ezek 47:1-9, 12.
	1st Reading:
	Jer 1:4-9

	Psalm:
	45(46):2-3, 5-6, 8-9
	Psalm:
	116 117)

	Gospel:
	John 5:1-3, 5-16
	Gospel:
	Lk 10:1-12, 17-20

	Reflection:

The gospel gives us a healing story today, and reminds us that we all need healing.

Think of something you would like healed in your life and offer this to Jesus. 

Pray also for someone who is sick and needs your prayer.
	Reflection:

What do you know about St Patrick?

He was a great missionary and brought the Christian faith to many people.

Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.

	Thursday 18 March 2010
	Friday 19 March 2010

St Joseph, Husband of Mary

	1st Reading:
	Ex 32:7-14
	1st Reading:
	2 Sam 7:4-5,12-14,16

	Psalm:
	105(106):19-23
	Psalm:
	88(89):2-5, 27,29.

	Gospel:
	John 5:31-47
	Gospel:
	Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24.

	Reflection:

Today we shall pray with a mantra.

Choose a word or phrase to repeat silently in your head, eg ‘Come Lord Jesus’, ‘Emmanuel’, ‘My Lord and My God’.

OR Play a mantra from one of Monica Brown’s CDs
	Reflection:

Joseph is described as a just man. He was brave and loyal and looked after Mary and Jesus.

Sometimes painters show him as an old man, but he was probably young and vigorous.

Imagine him as a strong young man, working as a carpenter to support his family.
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