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	Classroom prayers 
for Secondary School students
	Liturgical Year C, Cycle II


	Week 33 (week commencing 6 September 2010)

	Twenty Third Week of Ordinary Time
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	First Reading:
	1 Cor 5:1-8
	

	Psalm:
	5:5-7, 12
	

	Gospel:
	Luke 6:6-11
	

	Liturgical colour:
	Green 
	


Leader: 
Let us pray, God our Creator, we believe you are present in all things; landscapes, plant life, animals and in us, your people. Guide us by the power of your Holy Spirit to bring the healing touch of kindness and love to those we encounter.
Response:
Glory be...
Leader:
The gospel gives us a healing story, again situated in the synagogue, where the scribes and Pharisees are closely watching Jesus for his observation of Jewish law. Remember that Jews were expected to keep the Sabbath holy, abstain from work, and focus on God. Notice the emphasis Jesus offers.
Reader:
A reading from the gospel of Luke 6:6-11.
Response:
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
Leader:
What do you observe here?
Comment on ‘right’ and ‘wrong’ and what/who Jesus places first.

Invite class responses

It is beautiful to keep the Sabbath, (for Jews it is Saturday, and for Christians it is Sunday) holy. This is a time for God, for family and for leisure. Observant Jews keep this tradition faithfully.
Think about how Christians live their lives on Sunday. This is a challenge, as shops open, and many people work and carry on with normal chores. In other words, Sunday is not held as a holy day for God, family and leisure. What would you like to do about this?

Reflect on a more contemplative use of Sabbath time as we pray,
All:
Lord of the Sabbath, you are our God, we are your people.
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	Prayer Suggestions — Week 33

(week commencing 6 Sept 2010)
	Liturgical Year C, Cycle II


Twenty Third Week of Ordinary Time

	Tuesday, 7 September 2010


	Wednesday, 8 September 2010

Birth of the Virgin Mary

Mass of the Feast

	1st Reading:
	1 Cor 6:1-11
	1st Reading:
	Romans 8:28-30

	Psalm:
	149:1-6, 9
	Psalm:
	12(13):6-7

	Gospel: 
	Luke 6:12-19
	Gospel:
	Matthew 1:1-16, 18-23

	Reflection:

Read the gospel and notice how Jesus always spends time in prayer before important events in his life. He calls his disciples.

Remember to pray before important occasions in your life.

Ask God to guide you.
	Reflection:

Create your own psalm today, in honour of the Virgin Mary.

Recall the events of her life and give thanks for her fidelity to God’s call.

	Thursday, 9 September 2010

Peter Claver, priest (optional)
	Friday, 10 September 2010

Day of Penance

	1st Reading:
	1 Cor 8:1-7, 11-13
	1st Reading:
	1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-27

	Psalm:
	138(139):1-3, 13-14, 23-24
	Psalm:
	83(84):3-6, 12

	Gospel:  
	Luke 6:27-38
	Gospel:
	Luke 6:39-42

	Reflection: 

Who was Peter Claver?

Google or research this remarkable Jesuit of the 16th century, and then create a prayer to honour his life’s work.


	Reflection:

Read the gospel and reflect on this teaching.

Am I too quick to judge and criticise other people?

Offer a prayer of contrition.
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