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	Classroom prayers 
for Secondary School students
	Liturgical Year B, Cycle II


	Week 2 (week commencing 06/02/2012)

	Monday, 6 February, 2012
St Paul Miki & companions, martyrs
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	First Reading:
	1 Kings 8:1-7, 9-13
	

	Psalm: 
	131(132): 6-10
	

	Gospel:
	Mark 6:53-56
	

	Liturgical colour:
	Red
	


Leader:           
Today we honour a remarkable group of Japanese martyrs: Jesuits, Franciscans and laymen, who died for their faith and were beatified in the 17th century. St Paul Miki and his companions were true to their beliefs. They died on a hillside overlooking Nagasaki, the Japanese city which was bombed during the war.  Listen to these inspiring words:
I am a true Japanese. The only reason for my being killed is that I have taught the doctrine of Christ. I certainly did teach the doctrine of Christ. I thank God it is for this reason I die. I believe that I am telling only the truth before I die. I know you believe me and I want to say to you all once again: Ask Christ to help you to become happy. I obey Christ. After Christ’s example I forgive my persecutors. I do not hate them. I ask God to have pity on all, and I hope my blood will fall on my fellow men as a fruitful rain.

Let us pray for the courage to be faithful to the teachings of Jesus.
Lord, we remember your martyrs and saints with gratitude. Give us hearts of love, burning with fire to make the world a better and fairer place.
All:
Lord, give us hearts of love, burning with fire to make the world a better and fairer place. 
Leader:
The gospel shows us Jesus healing all who came to him.
Reader:
A reading from the gospel of Mark 6:53-56.
Response:
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
Leader:
Let us pray for all missioners and lay volunteers who preach the Good News.
Lord, we thank you for the brave men and women who preach the Good News of Jesus Christ. Guide them and fill them with the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
All:
St Paul Miki, pray for us.

Glory be…
Song:
‘Hearts on Fire’, Michael Mangan, As One Voice- The Next Generation.
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	Prayer Suggestions — Week 2

(week commencing 06/02/2012)
	Liturgical Year B, Cycle II


	Tuesday 7 February

Fifth Week of Ordinary Time
	Wednesday 8 February
Fifth Week of Ordinary Time

	1st Reading:
	1 Kings 8:22-23,27-30
	1st Reading:
	1 Kings 10:1-10

	Psalm:
	83(84):3-5, 10-11
	Psalm:
	36(37):5-6, 30-31, 39-40

	Gospel:
	Mark 7:1-13
	Gospel:
	Mark 7:14-23

	Reflection:
The gospel presents a discussion about tradition, between the Pharisees and Jesus.

Note the two different points of view, and the different values here.

What is Jesus teaching?

Pray for the gift of wisdom.
	Reflection:

This gospel gives us the second part of Jesus’ teaching, about clean and unclean.

‘It is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come’.

We pray:
Lord help us to be true to our values and live with integrity, Amen



	Thursday 9 February

Fifth Week of Ordinary Time
	Friday 10 February

St Scholastica, virgin

	1st Reading:
	1 Kings 11:4-13
	1st Reading:
	1 Kg 11:29-32, 12:19

	Psalm:
	105(106):3-4, 35-37, 40
	Psalm:
	80 (81):10-15

	Gospel:
	Mark 7:24-30
	Gospel:
	Mk 7: 31-37

	Reflection:

Read the gospel story of a woman’s great faith, and determination to persist. She keeps up her request for healing even when initially turned away by Jesus.

Her faith can inspire us to persist. 

Pray for deeper faith.
	Reflection:

Research Saint Scholastica.

What can you learn from or admire in her life?

St Scholastica pray for us.
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